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AGENDA

• It All (In)Depends

• SAP – It All Comes Around Again

• Professional Judgments – What Year Is it?

• Credit for credit

• Dealing with Excess Hours

• Competency Based Programs

• Credit for Prior Learning

• HELP!  It’s an Emergency

• Emergency Aid Programs 



IT ALL (IN)DEPENDS

• To be Independent

• Must be 24 by December 31 of the award year

• Filling out FAFSA ≠ Paying For College

• If Situation is Unique → Dependency Override

• Last option:  FAFSA with Student Info only → Unsubsidized loan only

• Case example:

• Married 22 year old.

• Divorces and is now single and 23.

• Would be required to file as a Dependent Student.

• Always work with the Financial Aid Officer



SAP – SATISFACTORY 
ACADEMIC PROGRESS

• Example of a School’s SAP policy →

• SAP policies are UP TO THE SCHOOL but must contain:

• Qualitative Standard

• At least a 2.0 by the end of the 2nd year for programs longer than 2 
years

• Could be lower interim (school’s discretion)

• Quantitative Standard

• Must measure total credits earned divided by courses attempted

• Must be in pace to finish within maximum timeframe

• Maximum Timeframe

• Must complete program within 150% of credit hours required

• Measures use ALL CREDITS attempted whether paid for by 
financial aid or not AND whether at the current institution or 
transferred

• School choice to limit to only courses within program or all 
courses through history



SAP CONTINUED

• If schools measure SAP every semester (payment period), allowed to 
offer a warning period to students

• Process:

• SAP Good

• SAP Warning

• SAP Suspension

• Appeal

• If Appeal granted, SAP Probation

• SAP Termination

• No Warning for Maximum Timeframe

• SAP status could be different than Academic Status



PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT

• Authorized by HEA Sec. 479A(a):

• “IN GENERAL—Nothing in this part shall be 
interpreted as limiting the authority of the 
financial aid administrator, on the basis of 
adequate documentation, to make adjustments 
on a case-by-case basis to the cost of attendance 
or the values of the data items required to 
calculate the expected student or parent 
contribution (or both) to allow for treatment of 
an individual eligible applicant with special 
circumstances.”

• Discretion of the FAA



CASE EXAMPLE

• Brianna is a returning adult student for 2020-21.  She has taken several 
years away from school but has decided to return to school to pursue her 
lifetime goal of becoming a Psychologist.  She is entering your program as a 
sophomore with 36 transfer credits.  She has come to your office in June 
2020 asking for advice.

• Brianna has been working full-time as a waitress and part-time in a retail 
establishment earning $45,000 a year (2018 wages and AGI).  She filed her 
FAFSA in November 2019.  In December 2019, she married her wife, Lucy, 
and they filed a joint tax return for the 2019 year; their income for 2019 
was $117,000 ($50,000 in wages for Brianna, $65,000 in wages for Lucy 
and $2,000 in interest and dividend payments).  As she was not married at 
the time she filed the FAFSA, Brianna filed as single.

• Brianna is planning on quitting her jobs as a waitress and a retail employee 
as of the end of July 2020 so that she can focus full-time on her studies.  
She wants to know what impact this will have on her financial aid and 
whether you will take into account that she will not be working during the 
time that she will be in school.  She does not want to borrow loans, and 
hopes to be considered for a Pell Grant.



CREDIT FOR CREDIT

• Excess Hours – Florida Statute 1009.286

• With Chapter 2018-132, up to 12 credits can be 
refunded if student completed BS/BA within 4 years 
of entry.

• Three-peat rule – Florida Statute 1009.285

• Different than Financial Aid Rule (can take a course 1 
more time for payment after earning a D or better in 
a course)

• Credit for Prior Learning

• Not an aid issue – maybe?

• Portfolio prep class?

• Can’t receive retroactive pay

• Competency Based Programs / Direct Assessment

• An area of policy development

• Look for this in the current Reauthorization of HEA 
proposals



HELP!  IT’S AN EMERGENCY

• Financial Status of Students is increasingly at issue

• More than 70% of colleges offer some kind of program 
(https://www.naspa.org/images/uploads/main/Emergency_Aid_Report
.pdf)

• Program is often housed in Student Affairs

• Emergency Aid must be considered as part of financial aid award

• Not great at publicizing programs to students

https://www.naspa.org/images/uploads/main/Emergency_Aid_Report.pdf


LAST MILE COLLEGE 
COMPLETION PROGRAM

• HB7071 created the “Last Mile Completer 
Program”

• However, no money authorized by the 
Legislature

• In the interim, all 28 Florida colleges have 
agreed to use existing resources to provide 
support for students who would qualify -
https://www.flgov.com/2019/10/11/governor-
ron-desantis-announces-all-28-florida-colleges-
support-the-last-mile-college-completion-
program/

https://www.flgov.com/2019/10/11/governor-ron-desantis-announces-all-28-florida-colleges-support-the-last-mile-college-completion-program/


QUESTIONS / COMMENTS?

• Other areas where adult completers need assistance?

• Questions or comments?

• My Contact Info:

• Daniel T. Barkowitz
Assistant VP for Financial Aid / Veterans’ Affairs
Valencia College
dbarkowitz@valenciacollege.edu
O: 407-582-1458

mailto:dbarkowitz@valenciacollege.edu

